Proper for December 15, 2024, the Third Sunday of Advent

Theme: “Sowing Seeds of Joy”


Collect of the Day:
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let Your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to Whom, with You and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen.

Old Testament Proclamation: 	Zephaniah 3: 14-20

Responsorial Psalm:		Psalm 85: 4-13

New Testament Proclamation:	Philippians 4: 4-7

Gospel Proclamation:		Luke 3: 7-18

Gradual Verse:
I rejoice in Your Word as one who finds great riches.

Prayers of the People:
 You may use Form 1, (ICCEC Lectionary) or the following:

Deacon:	Dearly beloved brethren, the Lord has taken away the judgments against us, and turned our shame into praise and renown.  Let us then come boldly to the throne of grace, and without fear enter into the presence of the Holy One.

Minister:	O Expected One, giver of every good gift; open our eyes, we pray, to see Your goodness in everything You bring to us.
People:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the truth of Your law.

Minister:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the honor of Your faithfulness.
People:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the righteousness of Your judgments.

Minister:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the purity of Your words.
People:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the loveliness of Your presence.

Minister:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the excellence of Your ways.
People:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the worthiness of Your being.
Minister:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the greatness of Your mercy.
People:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the steadfastness of Your love.

Minister:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the power of Your healing.
People:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the steadfastness of Your love.

Minister:	Open our eyes to see Your goodness in the nearness of Your promise;
People:	As we expectantly lift to You our Corporate Petition.

The Concluding Collect:
Presider:	O God, nothing surpasses the joy of serving You: May the good gift of righteousness given to us make a way for You, that Your presence and image within us might bring You eternal praise throughout all nations; for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Proper Preface:
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give You thanks, Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Christ our Lord. 

For all the oracles of the prophets foretold Him, the Virgin Mother longed for Him with love beyond all telling, and John the Baptist sang of His coming and proclaimed His presence when He came. 

It is by His gift that already we rejoice at the mystery of His Nativity, so that He may find us watchful in prayer and exultant in His praise. 

And so, with angels and archangels, with thrones and dominions, and with all the hosts and powers of heaven, we sing the hymn of Your glory, as without end we acclaim:

Benediction:
May He Whose second coming in power and great glory we await make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love; and the blessing of God Almighty: ✠ the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you now and forever.  Amen.
