The Great Vigil
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(Paschal Vigil)
Holy Saturday


The Church is dark, with only such artificial light as is necessary, when the service is to begin. The seven-tiered candelabra is on the Altar, unlit.
The people stand as the Presider and the deacon enter from the side. They reverence the Altar and stand in front of it, facing the people.
Acclamation
Presider:	Blessed be the Holy, Eternal, and Undivided Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:	And blessed be His glorious Kingdom, tonight and always, throughout all ages. Amen.
Kindling of the New Fire
Miter on.
Presider:	Dear friends in Christ, on this most holy night, on which our Lord Jesus passed over from death into life, the Church bids her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer.  For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which by hearing His Word and celebrating His Sacraments, we share in His victory over death.
People:	Christ the Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Presider:	Let us now join the whole company of God’s people in Heaven and on earth in recalling and celebrating Christ’s victory over death, and our deliverance from the bondage of sin and darkness to everlasting light.

The new fire is struck, and the Paschal Candle is carved and blessed according to the following rubrics. Afterward, the new fire is used to light the Paschal Candle.
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Hymn
CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY

1) Christ the Lord is risen today, Hallelujah!
Sons of men and angels say: Hallelujah!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Hallelujah!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply: Hallelujah!

2) Lives again our glorious King, Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Dying once, He all doth save, Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Where thy victory, O grave?  Hallelujah!

3) Love’s redeeming work is done, Hallelujah!
Fought the fight, the battle won, Hallelujah!
Death in vain forbids Him rise, Hallelujah!
Christ has opened paradise, Hallelujah!

4) Soar we now where Christ has led, Hallelujah!
Following our exalted Head, Hallelujah!
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Hallelujah!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. Hallelujah!


Collect of the Day	Easter Sunday CEC
Presider faces the people.
Presider:	The Lord be with you.
People:	And with your spirit.
Presider:	Let us pray.
Presider and Ministers face the Altar.
The Collect Of The Day for Easter Sunday is said.
Presider:	Almighty God, who through Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever
All:	Amen.
Presider goes to the back of the Altar, kisses it, and goes to his chair.
Please be seated.


Please be seated.
Liturgy of the Word
1	The Creation Of Man	Genesis 1:1 to 2:2
Proclaimer:	As the Written Revelation of the Word of God begins, we see God creating Man in His image and likeness, providing Mankind with all of the blessings and provisions of the Creation, and assigning to Man the responsibility to nurture and care for God’s Creation.
A reading from Genesis Chapter 1:
The proclaimer reads the scripture.
The acolyte lights the first candle on the candelabra.
Proclaimer:	Please stand.
A Minister prays:
Minister:	Let us pray:
O God, Who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature:
Grant that we may share the divine life of Him who humbled Himself to share our humanity, Your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen.


2	The Flood	Genesis 7: 1-5, 11-18; 8: 6-18; 9: 8-13
Proclaimer:	The Creation that God pronounced “very good” was damaged after Adam and Eve disobeyed their Heavenly Father, and sin – manifested by the desire to live independently of their Creator – entered the hearts of men.
In the Flood we see God renewing the face of the earth by the washing of Water, and renewing the hearts of men by making a Covenant with them.
A reading from Genesis Chapters 7, 8, and 9:
The proclaimer reads the scripture.
The acolyte lights the second candle on the candelabra.
Proclaimer:	Please stand.
A Minister prays:
Minister:	Let us pray:
Almighty God, You have placed in the skies the sign of Your covenant with all living things:
Grant that we, who are saved through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to You our sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen.


3	Abraham’s Sacrifice Of Isaac	Genesis 22: 1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18
Proclaimer:	After providing a ram to deliver Abraham’s child of promise from the sacrificial blade, we see God promise to multiply his seed, and through that Seed, to bless all nations.
A reading from Genesis Chapter 22:
The proclaimer reads the scripture.
The acolyte lights the third candle on the candelabra.
Proclaimer:	Please stand.
A Minister prays:
Minister:	Let us pray:
God and Father of all believers, for the glory of Your Name multiply, by the grace of the Paschal sacrament, the number of Your children; that Your Church may rejoice to see fulfilled Your promise to our father Abraham; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen.


4	Deliverance At The Red Sea	Exodus 14:10 to 15:1
Proclaimer:	In the Exodus from Egypt, we again see the Lord deliver His people through the devastating power of Water and the sacrificial Lamb.
A reading from Exodus Chapters 14 and 15.
The proclaimer reads the scripture.
The acolyte lights the fourth candle on the candelabra.
Proclaimer:	Please stand.
A Minister prays:
Minister:	Let us pray:
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism:
Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen.


5	Salvation Offered Freely To All	Isaiah 55: 1-11
Proclaimer:	Speaking to Israel while she was in a backslidden condition, God once more promises deliverance through Water, Covenant, and His Word.
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah Chapter 55
The proclaimer reads the scripture.
The acolyte lights the fifth candle on the candelabra.
Proclaimer:	Please stand.
A Minister prays:
Minister:	Let us pray:
O God, You have created all things by the power of Your Word, and You renew the earth by Your Spirit:
Give now the water of life to those who thirst for You, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in Your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen.


6	A New Heart And A New Spirit	Ezekiel 36:24-28
Proclaimer:	God promises His people a new heart and a new Spirit when they are Born Again by the Water of the Holy Spirit and by the Blood of the New Covenant.
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel Chapter 36
The proclaimer reads the scripture.
The acolyte lights the sixth candle on the candelabra.
Proclaimer:	Please stand.
A Minister prays:
Minister:	Let us pray:
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of reconciliation:
Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen.


7	The Valley Of Dry Bones	Ezekiel 37:1-14
Proclaimer:	To a people in the agony of exile, God again gives a promise of deliverance and resurrection: by His Word, and by His breath, the Spirit of God.
A reading from the Prophet Ezekiel, Chapter 37.
The proclaimer reads the scripture.
The acolyte lights the seventh candle on the candelabra.
Proclaimer:	Please stand.
A Minister prays:
Minister:	Let us pray:
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light:
Look favorably on Your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of Your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection by Him through whom all things were made, Your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:	Amen.


Responsorial Psalm:	Psalm 118:1-2, 14-29
Proclaimer: 	Please remain standing for the Responsorial Psalm, which is taken from Psalm 118.
The Proclaimer leads the people in the Responsorial Psalm followed by the Gloria Patri.
Proclaimer:	Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
For His lovingkindness is everlasting.
People:	Oh let Israel say,
“His lovingkindness is everlasting.”
Proclaimer:	The Lord is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation.
People:	The sound of joyful shouting and salvation is in the tents of the righteous; the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.
Proclaimer:	The right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.
People:	I shall not die, but live, and tell of the works of the Lord.
Proclaimer:	The Lord has disciplined me severely, but He has not given me over to death.
People:	Open to me the gates of righteousness; I shall enter through them, I shall give thanks to the Lord.
Proclaimer:	This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous will enter through it.
People:	I shall give thanks to You, for You have answered me; and You have become my salvation.

Proclaimer:	The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
People:	This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
Proclaimer:	This is the day which the Lord has made;
People:	Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Proclaimer:	O Lord, do save, we beseech You; O Lord, we beseech You, do send prosperity!
People:	Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord; We have blessed You from the house of the Lord.
Proclaimer:	The Lord is God, and He has given us light;
Bind the festival sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.
People:	You are my God, and I give thanks to You;
You are my God, I extol You.
Proclaimer:	Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;
People:	For His lovingkindness is everlasting.
Gloria Patri	(BCP, Rite II)
The Gloria Patri is spoken in unison. The Proclaimer and Altar Ministers remain in their places, face the Altar, and bow.
All:	Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Please remain standing.


Gradual Verse
The Gradual Verse is replaced by this:
Proclaimer:	In the fullness of time God fulfilled His promise of restoration and new life. This occurred as His Son Jesus Christ, the promised Seed, rose from the dead, manifesting His Light, His Life, and His salvation to the whole world.
Miter on. Bless the Gospel Proclaimer.
The Presider, in the usual way, puts incense in the thurible.
The Presider blesses the Deacon.
The Gospel Book is processed IN SILENCE with only Incense and the Processional Cross, without Torches.
Gospel Acclamation
Miter Off.
Deacon:	The Lord be with you.
People:	And with your spirit.
Deacon:	May the Lord be on our  minds, on our  lips, and on our  hearts as we hear  His Holy Gospel.
	The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Luke, Chapter 24.
People:	Glory to You, Lord Christ!
Gospel Proclamation
The appointed Gospel is read by a Deacon.
Luke 24:1-12
Deacon: 	The Gospel of the Lord.
People: 	Praise to You, Lord Christ!
Please be seated.
Homily


Please stand.
The Easter Proclamation (Exsultet))
Presider and Deacon face the people.
Deacon:	The Lord be with you.
People:	And with your spirit.
Deacon:	Lift up your hearts.
People:	We lift them up to the Lord.
Deacon:	Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People:	It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Deacon:	It is truly right that with full hearts and minds and voices we should praise the unseen God, the all-powerful Father, and His only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	For Christ has ransomed us with His Blood, and paid for us the price of Adam’s sin to our Eternal Father.
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	This is our Passover Feast, when Christ, the true Lamb, is slain, whose Blood consecrates the homes of all believers.
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	This is the night when You first saved our fathers: You freed the people of Israel from their slavery and led them dry-shod through the sea.
People:	Blessed be God forever.


Deacon:	This is the night when Christians everywhere, washed clean of sin and freed from all defilement, are restored to grace and grow together in holiness.
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	This is the night when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death and rose triumphant from the grave.
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	What good would life have been to us, if Christ had not come as our Redeemer?
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	Father, how wonderful is Your care for us!  How boundless is Your merciful love!  To ransom a slave, You gave up Your Son.
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	O happy fault, O necessary sin of Adam, which gained for us so great a Redeemer!
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	Of this night Scripture says, “Your night will be clear as day, it will become my light, my joy.”
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	The power of this holy night dispels all evil, washes guilt away, restores lost innocence, brings mourners joy; it casts out hatred, brings us peace, and humbles earthly pride.
People:	Blessed be God forever.
Deacon:	Night truly blessed when Heaven is wedded to earth, and man is reconciled to God!
People:	Blessed be God forever.

Miter on.
Receiving of the Easter Fire
Presider:	Dearly beloved brethren, as the glory of the Lord fills this place, and His light shines brightly, we are called to bring that light to the world outside these walls.  Let us receive this light even as we have received His resurrection life, and with it, conquer darkness and death wherever we go.
The Deacon holds the Paschal Candle, and all light their candles from it. During the lighting, the people may pause and repeatedly chant the following versicle and response:
Presider: 	The Light of Christ!
People:	Thanks be to God!
Concluding Prayer
Presider:	Almighty Father, may our hearts accept this Easter candle, a flame divided but undimmed, a pillar of fire that glows to the honor of God.
As it mingles with the lights of Heaven, so may our lives be a flame continuously burning to dispel the darkness of this night.
May this new fire illumine our hearts and minds, kindling in us a holy desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, and to finally feast at the heavenly banquet; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Who lives and reigns forever and ever.
All:	Amen.


Dismissal
Presider:	Let us go forth in the Name of Christ.
All:	Thanks be to God! Amen. +
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